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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION-CONDOIENOE.

Late Ron. Sir Johtn Kirwoan.

THE OHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. ..

S. W. Parker-Metropolitan-Suburban)
(4.33]: Since we last met a very great and
dear friend of all of us in this House has
passed on and I would like to move-

That this House desires to place on record
its sincere appreciation of the services ren-
dered to the State by the late Hon. Sir John
Kirwan, K.C.M.G., and to express its deep sym-
pathy with the widow and members of his
family in the irreparable loss they hatve sus-
tained by his decease; and that the President
he asked to convey the foregoing resolution to
the members of his family.

Those of us, who were privileged to know
Sir John for a long period, appreciated more
each year his worth and the wonderful work
he had done for his fellow citizens not only
in this State but throughout Australia. As
we all know, from time to time he visited
the Old Country, and when he returned from
such visits he was always anxious and will-
ing to advise us on conditions obtaining else-
where.

Sir John held the office of President of
this Chamber for some 20 years. Prior to
that ha was for three years Chdirman of
Committees and, in all, was for 38 years a
member of this House. Earlier again, be
was the first member for Kalgoorlie in the
Commonwealth House of Representatives.
That is a record of wbich anyone would be
proud. His achievements outside Parliament
included the writing of extremely interest-
lug and valuable books, Also, as a journal-
ist he kept the people informed. It is men
such as he that we so much value in our
public life; a man against whom not one
of us has heard a word,

He always maintained the dignity of this
House and was punctilious 'in seeing that the
rules and privileges were maintained at all
times. There were many occasions when
difficult Bills were beingo presenited to this
House by different Leaders, and it was
through his courtesy, kindness and control
of the Chamber that all measures went
through without any undue unpleasantness.
I feel sure that all members will join with
me in passing this motion that I submit,
conveying sympathy to his widow and sons.

HON. E. MW. HEENANI (North-East)
[4.371:- I would like to support the Minister
in the motion which he has just moved. I
would have remained silent hut for the fact
that, representing a Golddields province, I
feel the people of that part of the State
wvould appreciate their representatives tak-
ing this opportunity of expressing the high
esteem in which the late Sir John Kirwan
was held by them throughout his long life-
time. I had the great privilege of knowing
him all my life. His name, when I was a boy
at Esperanee, was a household word because
in those days Esperance was waging a for-
lon struggle for its development And the
construction Of a railway.

I know that we, as children, regarded our
greatest champion as being Sir Jouj Kir-.
wan) in association with others such as the
late MAThomas' Walker. As I grew to
manhood I always had the greatest affection
and regard for the late Sir John, which was
increased when I got to know him on the
Goldields and later when I became a mem-
ber of this House. He was one of the
pioneers of the Goldfields. That is a Word
which connotes a great deal in the place
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where we come from, and he was a constant
advocate for everything which the Goldfields
people thought they were rightly entitled to.

He was an extremely capable journalist
and altogether an excellent advocate for the
Goldfields. I am sure that it is no exaggera-
tion to say that the name of Sir John Kirwan
will he cherished and will live as long as
the Goldfields continue, along with the names
of other illustrious men who contributed a
great deal to the welfare of the Goldflelds
and, indeed, to the State of Western Aus-
tralia.

33ON. G. EENNETTS (South) [4.40]: 1
desire to support the remarks of the Chief

IlSecretary, particularly as I succeeded to the
seat occupied by Sir John Kirwan for so
many years and to the gold pass that he
held. When I won the Labour selection
ballot for the South Province, I was very
pleased at the action of Sir John in comin3g
forward and offering me some very sound
advice.

The late hon. gentleman was a great
worker for the Eastern Goldields. He went
there in 1895 and I followed in 1896, and
so we had known one another and worked
together for many years. In becoming a
representative of South Province, I had a
great man to follow, a man who was well
liked by all who came into contact with him.
When T was in Esperance recently, expres-
sions of regret were voiced at his passing,
though at his age death is not unexpected,
much as we may regret the passing of such

a man. The name of Sir John Kirwan will
never be forgotten in this State.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.421: 1 wish to add my tribute to the
wonderful service rendered to the State by
the late Sir John Kirwan, and particularly
to express my appreciation of the high
standard he maintained to ensure that the
Legislative Council of Western Australia
should not reach the level of some other
legislative bodies notable for the bitterness
of the criticism employed in debates. When
I entered this House after having sat for
several years in another place, I received
much friendly advice from him;, and we can
all agee that he, not only as a member of
Parliament but also as a citizen, served his
adopted country, doubtless with advantage
to himself, but assuredly with advantage to
the State.

RON. J. Mi. A. CUNNINGHAM (South)
[4.43]: As one of the younger members of
the House representing- the province for
which Sir John Kirwan sat for so' many
years and served so faithfully and well, I
support the motion. The task of filling the
place of such a man is certainly one of no
mean magnitude. I did not know Sir John
very well, but his name was introduced so
often during my tours of the district when
friends asked me to convey their good wishes
to him, that there could have been no better
indication of the esteem and respect in which

hewas held by the whole of the people on
the Goldields. Even in the new areas his
name was well known for the good work
be did.

THE PRESIDENT [4.44]: Before put-
ting the motion, I wish to express my en-
dorsement of the remarks made by the Chief
Secretary and 'other speakers concerning the
late Sir John Kirwan, and especially the re-
ference to his association with the Legisla-
tive Council. As has been stated, Sir John
set a very high standard in this Chamber
and filled the position of President with
dignity and with credit to himself. I ask
members to show their sympathy by rising
in their places.

Motion passed; members standing.

ASSENT TO BULLB.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1, The Westralian Buffalo Club (Private).

2, Mental Institution Benefits (Common-
wealth and State Agreement).

3, Public Service Appeal Board Act
Amendment (No. 2).

4, Administration Act Amendment (No.

5, Rights in Water and Irrigation Act
Amendment.

6, Water Boards Act Amendment.

7, Plant Diseases Act Amendment
(No. 1).-

8, Superannuation, Sick, Death, Insur-
anee, Guarantee and Endowment
(Local Governing Bodies' Em-
ployees) Funds Act Amendment.
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QUESTIONS.

BRICKWORKS.

As to ,Sup plies for Government Buildings.

Hon. H. HEARN asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

Did the State Brick Works burn special
kilns of bricks for the Old Women's Home
and other Government buildings, and if so--

(a) Was the brick output decreased in
consequence;

(b) were any of these special bricks
used in inside walls;

(a) are the public able to buy these
special bricks?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

Yes.
(a) No. They were burnt in the down

draft which is additional.

(b) Those unsuitable for face work.
(c) No. Insufficient are manufactured

to match existing works.

BUILDING SUPPLIES.>

As to Preference to Government Works.

Hon. H. HEARN asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

(1) Although the Building Operations
and Building Materials Control Act speci-
fically binds the Crown, is it correct-

(a) that Government building has Dot
been subject to the same control as pri-
vate building;

(b) that Gojernsnent buildings of
secondary importance, through hiving
first call on materials, have been able to
proceed unhampered whilst private in-
dustrial eoncerns'of major importance
and housing have been held up for ma-
terials?

(2) As the Government has insisted on
limiting costs on permits being grantee, .has
any such limitation been placed on Govern-
ment buildingst

(3) Is there any costing system in force
whereby the cost of any particular Govern-
ment building can be establishedl

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:-
(1) (a) Yet.

(b) No.
(2) By Rousing Commission-No. By

Treasury-Yes.
(3) Yes

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.
As to Reduction in Works Department.

Hon. H. HEARN asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

What reduction, if any, has taken place
during the past two years, in the number of
men employed by the Public Works Depart-
ment under the day labour scheme?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
One hundred and sixty men.

VERMIN,

As to Further Experiments waith Virus.

Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Has his attention breen drawn to the
statement appearing in "The West Aus-
tralian" on Monday, the 5th September,
made by Mr. Dedm an, Minister in Charge
of thv C.S.I.R.O., in reply to representationst
by Mr. Hamilton, M.H.R., respecting ex-
periments with myxomatosis cun iculi, the
virus for spreading disease amongst rab-
bits?

(2) In view of the attitude of Mr. fled-
man, will be give early and favourablg con-
sideration to further experiments being
conducted by the State Department of Agri-
culture?7

The CHIEF SECRETARY (for the Hon-
orary Minister for Agriculture) replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) .Consideration is being given to ex-

periments by the State Department of
Agriculture in connection with rabbit virus
disease.

BILL-rISHELIES'ACT AXB K1ENT.
Received from the Assembly an& rend a

first time.

BILL-ELECTORAL ACT AMWENDMENT
(No. 3).

Read a third time and passed.

[The Deputy President took tke Chair.]

2205



2206 [COUNCIL.]

BILL-BRANDS ACT AMENDAMT.
(No. 2).

Sccond Reading.

Debate resumed from the 7th September.

RON. A. L. LOTON (South-East) [4.57]:
This Bill gives very little scope for discus-
sion, since all it proposes to do is to'4pro-
vide a new starting aate for the registration
of brands and to limit the period of registra-
tion to 10 years, at the expiration of -which
it wvillI be necessary for re-registration to
take place. There are, however, a couple
of points I wish to make,

I would like to see the time limit for the
expiration of existing registrations fixed at
the 30th June, .1950, instead of the 31st
December, because we find that re-registra-
tions under 'various Acts are necessary at
different times of the year. For instance,
a license for a motorcar expires in June,
whereas a bull license expires in December.
So it goes on. I would like it to be decided
that all licenses anid registrations shall ex-
pire on the .30th June or the last day of
December. Another point I would like to
make is this: Section 22 of. the Act states
that-

The registrar shell, as soon as possible after
the thirty-first day of December in each year,'cause a brand dirctory, containing all the
b'ra-nds registered, transferred or cancelled up
to that date, to be compiled, an.- published
in the "Government Gazette'

I do not know whether that is being done.
If it were, I think that most of the diffi-
culties outlined by the Honorary Minister
for Agriculture when he introduced the Bill,
would he overcome. The Minister said that
there are now 54,000 brands on the register.
If the 'provision that I have quoted had been
complied with, that huge accumulation would
not have been possible.

I note that it is necessary for a.'fee of
7s. 6d. to be paid for the registration of
a brand. I1 would lie to ask whether that
will he applicable to a person who already
has a registered brand but wishes to come
under the provisions of the Bill, or whether
it will be necessary for him to PAY onaly is.
The Bill states that at the expiration of the
10-year period it will be necessary to pay
only Is. for re-registration; hut those people
already, have a registered brand, -which
applies also to earmarks. If they have to
pay 7's. 6d. to register again, it woild seem

that the Bill is simply another of those petty
schemes to add something to the finances of
the Treasury. We had several such meaaurts
in the early part of this session, dealing with
trivial sums, and their only merit was that
of collecting a few paltry pounds for the
Treasurer. I do not think it should be
necessary for anyone who has at registered
brand and has complied with the require-
ments of the Act to make further applica-
tion and pay an additional 7s. 6d.

Unfortunately the Honorary Minister for
Agriculture is not present, but I hope the
Chief Secretary will look into the matter and
give the House some satisfaction on this
point. The parent Act stipulated that the
State should be divided into two or more
districts and that the same brands could he
used in both districts, subject to the appro-
val of the registrar. I have made inquiries
and have been advised by the registrar that
th-e State has not been divided in that way,
although provision for it exists.

I regret that the Bill has not a wider
scope, because I think the time has arrived
when consideration should be given to the
compulsory branding of sheep. Such legis-
lation has been introduced in New Zealand,
whore it is now an offence to put wool,
branded with an approved branding material,
in with other wool, and this State could
have a similar provision. However, I have
pleasure in supporting the Bill.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [5.3]:-
I agree, with Mr. Loton, tbat stoekowners
should not be expected again to pay for the
registration of their brands. I take it the
purpose of this Bill is to facilitate matters
for the department. The register is in a
bad state and the department is right in
tryting, to do something about it as there are
scores of brands that have not been used
for many years, but I do not think a stock-
owner should be asked. to pay aL further fee.
of 7s. 6d. A nominal charge of is. for
re-registration would be sufficient. It is al-
ready obligatory to brand one's sheep and
it is unlawful to send unhranded sheep to
a saiyard; but this law, like many others,
is not closely policed and people often send
to the saleyards sheep that are not marked.
I hope that when replying the Chief Secre-
tary will give an assurance that the fee for
re-reeisteriiig will be a nominal one of 1s.
and not 7s. 6d.
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RON. G. FRASE3 (West) [5.5]: This
may be a ease of fools rushing in -where
angels fear to tread, as I do not know much
about brands, but when introducing the
Bill the Honorary Minister for Agriculture'
said there were something like 54,000
brands on the register. The Bill gives the
registrar. power, after 1950, to cancel the
registration of ownership of any brand.
The users of brands are all over the State
and it is more than likely that some of
them will know nothing about this amend-
ing legislation. It is also poosible that
in consequence many will not apply for re-
registration.

With 54,000 brands on the register, if
the registrar' cancels all those not re-applied
for by the owners in 1950, it is possible
that a number of brands still being used
by the owners will be re-allocated to new
applicants, and that could lead to. many
complications. Is it the intention of the
department to notify individually the per-
sons whose brands are being cancelled9'
Many of them may be deceased persons
who have not used their brands for years.
But there should be some safeguard pro-
vided s& that, the department, after a rea-
sonable lime, should communicate with all
who have not applied for re-registration.
That would go a long way towards pre-
venting duplication of brands.

I do not think there are more than three
or four people in my own district who ever
see the "Government Gazette'' in which
such notifications are made. I have often
had complaints that notices of a public na-
ture are published only in the "Gazette."
In such cases they might as well not be
published -at all, in view of the very small
number of people who sce'*hat publication.
I hope that when replying the Chief Sec-
retary will tell the House what means are
to be adopted for notifying persons 'when
cancellations are made.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY .(fon. H.
S. W. Parker-M.Netropolitani-Snburban-
in reply) [5.93:- I cannot follow the argu-
ment of M1r. Loton, who said that the date
laid down was the 31st Deeember, 1950. The
provision in the Bill reads-

The registrar may, whether he does or does
not comply with the provisions of .9uhcection
(1) of this section, cancel the registration of
the ownership of any brand which is not re-
registered during the decennial year -next fol-
lowing the year of its allotment.

So he can do it at any time during the
year 1961.

Hon. A. L. Lotan: I asked why they
should not register on the 30th June 'in-
stead of at any time during the year.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Obviously
the man who goes on the land in March
-wishes to get a brand straight away, with-
out waiting till June, and he must pay
a fee of 7s. Od.-that includes an earmark-
and it is his forever, or until the registrar
does certain.- things, The Bill provides-

Re-registration of the ownership of brands
may be applied for and effected in the manner
prescribed and on payment of a fee of Is. for
nil brands shown in the register as used by
each owner on any one run or farm.
So there is no 7s. Gd. involved in this case.
That is for the original application only.
Mr. rser said that under the Bill the
registrar could, apparently wipe an owner
entirely off the slate, hut that is not so;
and I do not think the hon. member has
read the relevant section of the Act, which
gives the owner adequate protection as re-
gards cancellation.

Hon. G. Fraser: The amendment gives
the registrar power to cancel the registra-
tion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The reason
for that is that there are so many brands
registere ,d and many of the owners may.
no longer be available to have notices
served on them. I admit that there could
be some abuse, but it is not likely. Even
though a mistake might arise now and
again, it could easily be rectified. The pas-
tdralist watches his own brand and those
of other people closely. I do not think the
questions raised by members during the
second read ing debate need cause them any
fear, as the matters they referred to are
all cleared up in the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.I

BILL-BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL ACT

AMENDMENT (CONTINUANfCE)
(No. 2).

Second Readinzg.

Debate resumed from the 6th September.
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EiON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[5.15]: When I was in another place I re-
member the introduction there of the In-
dustries Assistance Act. It was said to be
merely a temporary measure, the object of
which was to help the agricultural industry.
If my memory serves me aright, for 44
years we haxe had Bills submitted annually
to continuie the operations of that measure.
I am inclined to think that the Bill before
us is one that will seek to continue the prin-
cipal Act for a similar period. We are told
that so many houses are required and that
artisans are not available, as a result of
which it is necessary to restrict building
operations.

When this legislation was before the
House previously, I opposed it in many
directions. The Act contains a provision*
that no permit is required in respect of
work the cost of which does not exceed £E50.
Is it not amazing-I put the query with
regret-that the Government has not made
at least some effort to improve the position?
We know that, wages 'have gone up; the 40-
hour week has been instituted; it is difficult
to obtain materials. I have closely investi-
gated the whole matter and I find the
materials in respect of which we are mainly
in short supply for building purposes, have
to be obtained from the Eastern States and
are mostly manufactured from steel. Most
decidedly the adverse effects of the recent
strike arc having their repercussions here in
the retarding of building operations. I do not
think one could buy a sheet of iron today in
Western Australia.

'Hon.' 0. Fraser: You could not do so
before the strike, let alone afterwards.

Hon. A. THO-MSON: Yes; there were
certain supplies available, and it is useless
to try to cover up the position in that way.

Hon, G. Fraser: I am not frying to do
that.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. A. THOMSON: I do not want to
cross swords with Mr. Fraser, but we must
face facts. It is certainly time people in
Western Australia did so, in view of the
present situation. At Albany during the
week-end I discussed matters with a gentle-
man interested in building operation§-. and
we called at every shop possible before
leaving Albany but wve could not get any
iron at all, On the way up we called at each

store we passed, and the reply was always
the same-they had not seen any nails for
ages. It is useles to say that the strike has
not affected the position.

Hon. 0. Fraser: I merely said that it
did not represent the whole trouble.

Hon. A. THO'MSON: It did, to a great
extent, I suggest to Mr. Fraser that he
should visit the shops in the city and ascer-
tain how much rod steel there is in this
State.

Ilon. R. J. Boylen:- That position applied
before the strike.

Ron. A. THOMSON: The shortage was
accentuated by the strike. People here suf-
fered great discomfort regarding lack of
coal, which was due to the strike. The fact
remains that most of the lines that are in
short supply here are produced in the
Eastern States.

Hon. G. Fraser: What about bricks?

Ilon. A. THOMSON: An ample supply
of bricks could be manufactured in this
State.

Ron. G. 1Fraser: But it is not.

Hon. A. THOM1SON: Anid I am wonder-
ing whose fault it is. We kno-*v many
migrants are coming to this State, and I
certainly 'welcome them. On the other hand
do we find the Commonwealth Government
making any attempt to train returned men
in the manufacture of bricks?1 It may be
doing so, but the fact is not apparent, In
the couintry districts the people are suffering
in consequence. The whole trouble is that,
owing to war restrictions, we have become
more or less accustomed to being ordered
here, there and everywhere, to being told
we must get a permit for this and that-
and so the people are disgruntled, but merely
say, "What is the use?" I am sure that we
could produce all the bricks we require in
Western Australia. We have the necessary
materials, and all we want is the requisite
labour.

Hon. G. Bennetts: That is not the position
on the Golddlelds. The people there cannot
get the materials.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Let us make a com-
parison. On many ocoasions in this House I
have spoken of the lack of opportunity for
many of our returned soldiers to learn a
trade. Unfortunately today the excuse is ad-
vanced that no more traineesz can be taken
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on because of the shortage of materials. In
thosae circumstances, it is asserted that we
must conserve what we have so that there
will not be too many requiring the use of
bricks. Compare that present- day treat-
ment of our returned men with what hap-
pened in the past. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is mainly responsible for the posi-
tion and the unions are also to blame in
thit these men are not ailowed to be trained.
In effect, a close preserve is assured for a
number of people, which reacts against
their fellow citizens and even against the
interests of the workers themselves

When immigrants arrive in this country,
the Commonwealth Government assures them
that if they go into the rural areas they will
be paid full award rates and so forth. That
is all right so far as it goes, hut our own
men, who served the country well, are not
able to secure full award rates and, in fact,
are not permitted to work at all because of
all these restrictions from whicht we,' are suf-
fering. Not only can this State produce all
the bricks required locally, but we are more
favourably situated than any other part of
the Commonwealth with regard to timber
supplies for house building.

I desire to pay aL tribute to the Govern-
ment for the very excellent work it has done
in co'nncction with the housing scheme, par-
ticularly within the limitations imposed
upon it and in consequence of the opera-
tions of the State Housing Commission
With regard to the latter, I prophesied that
it would grow into a huge department.
Never before was a prophecy more borne
nut by the facts. The Housing Commission
has developed into a huge department
mainly because of this legislation. I opposed
it when it was first introduced, and at that
time I was accused of psaking an attack on
the then secretary of the Workers' Homes
Board. I had no such intention, hut there
was no use my saying so. I was supposed to
be antagonistic to Air. Bond. I oertainly
am not opposed to the Commission, hearing
in mind the limitations imposed upon its
operations.

The Commission has done splendid work,
but nevertheless it has grown and grown.
The result is that, under present-day condi-
tions, all incentive has been lost. When the
legislation wns originally before Parliament
I advocated-and I repeat it today-that it
should be made possible for people who had

the desire and could get the requisite ma-
terials together, to do what was, possible in
Western Australia 50 years ago. A man
should be able to buy a small block and start
off with the -erection of a couple of rooms,
adding to the dwelling from time to time
until in the end he would have a comfortable
home. I could take members round Cottesloe
Beach, South Freman tle and elsewhere, and
point out to them hundreds of homes that
bad been started in such a manner.

Nowadays, however, with all the restric-
tions and hampering conditions, we compel
men to wait until such time as permits are
granted and they can eventually occupy
homes, but they have to ask themselves
whether they can afford the 35s. a week they
are called upon to pay. Nevertheless they
appreciate that they have to face up to the
situation. It would have been much better
had we assisted such men to build -their own
homes, gradually adding to them' until they
could meet their requirements, They would
then be in a position to -live much more
comfortably than they have been doing dur-
ing the last three or four years, In my
humble opinion, the present restrictions im-
posed on building operations are most detri-
mental.

I agree with what Mr. Frase~r said -when
addressing this house two or three. years
ago. He then produced a plan, with facts
and figures, and pointed out that at that
time the building of houses was to cost £100
more than should have been charged. If
that applied then, how much more does it
apply today? I shall vote against the second
reading of the Bill unless the Minister, when
replying to the debate, is able to advance
definite concrete proposals as to the relief
to be accorded in the future.

Is it not farcical that men in the rural
areas have to apply to the Housing Com-
mission for a building permit, and the Com-
mission has then to apply to the local au-
thority for its approval. Such circumlocu-
tion isno good. Surely to goodness the local
adthorities, which have taken care of build-
ing construction over the years, are just
as anxious today to see that the right type
of building is erected.

Hon. G. Fraser: They are stopping a lot
of construction today in many districts.

Hon. A. THOM§ON: The ratepayers
have the remedy in their own bands. I could
not imagine anyone on the Gold fields object-
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ig to such accommodation, nor could I
imagine anyone doing so in the province I
.represent.

Hon. G. Fraser: The ratepayers have not
got it in their own hands while there is
.plural voting.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I want to make
my position quite clear. I1 have no inten-
tion of making a long speech. Every mem-
ber has made up his mind how he will vote;
but the 'Minister must be able to convince
ine that even one more house can be built
while the present restrictions on building
materials continue before I will alter my
decision. What is actually happening to-
day? In all good faith, the Housing Com-
mission approaches responsible contractors
in the metropolitan area and says, ''Will
you build 40 or 50 houses"' They reply,
''Certainly, we wil.'' What do these eon.
tractors do then? They immediately give
an order for 1,000,000 bricks, and SO We find
the brickwork& cluttered up with orders
which, if We were able lo dissect them,
would disclose that the demand was not as
great as it might appear to be on the sur-
face, as all the bricks are not immediately
required.

The Government should encourage in
every way possible the construction of brick
cottages in the country instead of timber
and asbestos houses, as in the latter case
the greater part of the material has to be
brought to the country from the mills or
the metropolitan area. All that could be
avoided if the buildings were constructed
of brick. There are many other points
upon which I could touch, but I shall. make
reference to only one more. 'Mr. Simpson
and Sir Charles Latham quoted extensively
from a plan which showed that a bnsiness
firm could build houses which would pro-
vide comfortable accommodation for 90 per
cent. of the married men who at present
were living under adverhe conditions, the
cost being £700 to £800.

We' should aim at reducing the cost of
building, yet we find that it ig constantly
rising; it was £1,200, now it is £1,750. Who
pays for the increase?9 Not you or 1, Sin.
it is the working man who has to occupy the
homes that is called npon to pay a rents!
of 35s. or 36is. per week. If he were allowed
to build a self-help home with a couple of
rooms, and a jean-to, much of the difficulty
would be overcome. All he would have

to do would be to send in a plan to a local
authority and say, "This is the plan of
the house I propose to build and it will cost
tue so much. By building this portipn only,
I shall reduce my cost to a minimum. "

lion. G. Fraser: Some road boards will
not permit that to be done.

Hion. A. THOMSON: The point is that
we are all compelled to do certain things
today, and therefore we should compel the
local authorities to face up to the position.

lion, H. Rearn: Uniform bylaws!

Hon. A. THOM1SON: That might over-
come the difficulty. I want the cost of
housing to be reduced; but as far as I can
see there is at present not a dog's chance
of its being reduced even by one penny.
Rather, it is gradually creeping up. What
will be the position of people in years to
comne'? What hope will the man on the
basic wage, or a man with a decent margin
over the basic wage, have of paying his
rent and gradually reducing his principal!
What hope will he have of owning the
house in his life-time!I I would not like to
ke facing sueft a position.

Under the Workers' Homes Scheme,
workers, had a much better chance of secur-
ing a home at less cost and of a much
better type than is being built today.
Should the Bill be defeated, I amt of opinion
that things will adjust themselves. I shall
certainly not vote for the Bill unless I
know whether the Government intends to
ease the controls. Let the local authori-
ties do as they did in pre-war days and
agree to the building of homes in the way
I have already mentioned. Finance can be
raised.

We know that the Commonwealth Bank
has frozen millions of pounds of the private
banks' money. I am certain that the pri-
vate banks would be only too glad to lend
nut that money on long-range terms at four
and a half per cent. They would jump at
the opportunity. In fact, it is what the
Commonwealth is doing today. It is using
cheap money. There is -no shortage of
money, but there is a shortage of building
m~aterials, which IF think will ultimately
adjust itself. Unless the Minister gives
me substantial reasons, by making some
definite announcement of what the Govern.
ment proposes to do in the way of easing
these restrictions, I must vote against the
measure.
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HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East)
[5.38]: When I asked members approxi-
mately eight weeks ago to agree to the ad-
journmenL- of the second reading of this
measure for five weeks, 1 was hopeful that,
if the motion were successful, its passing
would vonvey to the Government the atti-
tude of members of this Chamber towar4s
control of building materials. Up to a point
I think I can claim that 1 achieved a certain
measure of success; because I anm led to
believe that a special Cabinet meeting was
icalled the next morning to discuss, I under-
stand, the housing position. I might only
be guessing, of course, but my guess is as
good as anyone else's. A special meeting of
Cabinet was tailed, and I was hopeful, as
I think every member of this Chamber was,
that the Governmeit would make an an-
nouncement with respect to the easing of
controls.

Hon. G. Fraser: Did you say "every mem-
ber of this Chamber"'?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Most members of
this Chamber;, I am sorry, Mr. Fraser. Un-
fortunately, the Government did not make
an announcement. Despite the fact that the
Building- Industry Congress and the country
road boards and, municipalities all held meet-
ings and passed resolutions favouring the
easing of controls, we have had no announe
went from the Government on the subject.'

Hon. A. Thomson: Mr. Playford in South
Australia granted an exemption.

Hon. A. L. LOT ON: I was going to men-
tion that. During the last fortnight we have
heard of the easing of controls in New
South Wales, South Australia and Victoria.

The Chief Secretary: Do you mean coil-
trols or permits?

Ao.A. L. LOTON: Permits. The easing
of permits would mena aigo ontrols.

The Chief Secretary: I am afraid it would
not.

Hon. A, L. LOT ON: I shall read to the
House a cutting from "The West Australian"
as follows

Adelaide. Sept. 16.-To make the control of
house building as liberal 'as possible, a Bill
would be introduced in the State Parliament
to allow house building up to L3.500 without
a permit, said the Premier (Mr. Playford) in a
broadcast tonight.

'Under the Bill, any person could build a
house for his occupation on his own land so
long as the area of the house did not exceed

1,200 square feet. Other buildings, such as
hotels, theatres, shops, factories, etc., would
still Le subject to strict control.

Hon, G. Fraser: Provided the person got
the materials.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: That is all we want
in this State. Let people use initiative and
secure the materials, instead of having to
apply to the Ho using Comm~ission for a
permit- and lose much time in writing letters,
which always seem to be necessary. Even
then he may find that some other person
who put in a permit later has been fortunate
pnoug-h to secure a home before he has.
I have not changed my opinion on this Bill.
I think that if some of the controls were
lifted many more people would be getting
homes, and that is what I Am interested in.

I want to see persons occupying their own
homes. I do not care how small they are,
so long as the J)eople own them. I do not
wish to see people making application for
Commonwealth rental homes;, I want them
to get to work and build their own houses.
1 have been told today that some of the
men who have taken advantagre of the
Servicemen's Land Settlement Scheme are
paying as much as four figures for their
dwellings. From what I beard, someu of
them are not prepared to accept a home with

-such a heavy indebtedness on it. I do not
know what the Chief Secretary wiU have to
say in reply, but it will have to be some-
thing convincing- before a considerable nukn-
ber Of members of this House will change
their opinions on this measure. I shall vote
against the second reading.

HON. R. J. BOYLEN (South) [5.45]:
I support the second reading of the Bill.
I consider that the lifting of controls would
make it impossible l'or the average person
ever to get a home. They should he con-
tinued uintil sach time as the supply equals
the demand. On the Goldields, the irk of
buil ding materials has probably been more
apprnt than in other country areas or the
metropolitan area. In some instances, con-
tractors have laid the foundation blocks
and, because of their in ability to procure
other materials, have had to wait for weeks
or months before continuing. I have Known
houises to be almost c6mpleted, but not
finished because a fe~w materials we're still
required. In one instance, four houses were
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practically completed, but could not be in-
halited because water piping was not avail-
able.

If the controls were relinquished, a chaotic
state of affairs would exist throughout the
State. The Government has realised the
necessity for controls by reimposing them
in connection with bricks and cement. It
timber and other materials were decon-
trolled, it would be found, between the time
of their decontrol and the reimposition of
control, that a good deal of hardship would
be felt by people requiring homes. Many
Goldfields homes, as well as those in countrl
districts, are built of wood and iron. 'Some
have been erected for 40 or 50 years, and
are today in need of repair.

Most, of the houses built on the Gold-
fields 40 years ago have white flooring, which
is now wordi out or so affected by white
ants as to need replacing. Many of those
places are unsafe as a result. Although only
a small quantity of timber is required to
put them into proper condition, it is becom-
ing increasingly difficult to get materials.
I am certain the situation is being watched
very carefully by the 'Housing Commission.
I do not know what might happen with
decontrol.

Hon. H. Hearn: Things might improve.

Hon. R. J. I3OYLEN: They might not.
Many married couples attempting to rear
children are forced to live with their parents.
It is not fair to the older generation, or to
the younger generation, either. MKany people
living in these circumstances would have
more inducement to have children if they
had their own homes, The country would
not then be robbed of future citizens, and
we would not need to concern ourselves so
much about immigration. If the controls
were lifted, there would he an inducement
for building materials to be used for pur-
poses other than home construction. They
would most certainly be used to improve
busines.4 premises. While that may be of
advantage in some circumstances, it would
Dot generally be a necessity. They would
probably be used for building seaside cot-
tages, which would be occupied for only one
or two months of the year. Their construe-

tion would retard the building of homes in
which people would reside for 12 months of
each year.

The people making the sacrifice are the
ones we represent here. There will be a
hue and cry. if controls are not reimposed,
for some time to come at least. Permits
khold be available for the erection of
smaller-homes, similar to what Mr. Thomson
mentioned a few minutes ago. People could
spend £500 to £700 on a house and then, as
their family got larger, they could apply
to have the home enlarged, if, by that time,
control had not ceased altogether.

Y know of a young woman and two child-
ren who live with her parents on the Gold-
fields. They have had to accommodate her
by turning the diningruom. into a bedroom.
Her husband, a returned soldier, is a medi-
cal ease under the Repatriation Commission.
He is doing a rehabilitation course in Perth
and earning about £5) 15s. a week, and has
been waiting to get a Commonwealth-State
rental home. His doctor stated recently that
be hesitated to say where the man would
finish as he was becoming neurotic because
of the separation from his wife and child-
ren.I

There are many such instances. Numbers
of people who have worked on the fields all
their lives are anxious to retire to a seaside
resort. Esperance is the one most favoured
by the people I repriesent. If building.
materials were decontrolled, those people,
would have no chance of getting to the
coast. For these and other reasons, I pro-
pose to support the second reading.

.THE CHIEF SECRETARLY (Ron. H.
S. W. Parker-.Metropolitan-Suburban-in
reply) [5.56] : The remarks of members have
beea very interesting, but I fear their know-
ledge of the difficulties of the housing posi-
tion is somewhat meagre. No-one can pos-
sibly deny the deplorable shortage of
dwellings, but much credit must be given to
the Miinister for Housing and the Commnis-
sion for their efforts to overcome the short-
ages of labour. The officers of the State
Housing Commission and the Minister have
a far reater knowledge of the position than
can be expeted of any member of Parlia-
went.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is absolute rub-
bish!
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order I

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sorry
if the Commission and the Minister for
Housing, have not more knowledge than the
hon. member, because be has not made his
knowledge available to them.

Hon. H. L. Roche: They would not listen
to him if he did.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Did the hon.
member try it?

Hon. H. L. Roche: I bare not the know-
ledge he has.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am pleased
to see that there is one hon. gentleman who
so much criticises the Commission, who' has
not its knowledge, and admits it.

Hon. A. L. Loton: The hon. member did
not say that.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Let the Minister go.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I ask mem-

bers to be kind enough to allow me to ex-
plain the facts. Some have been good enough
to s~ay they will listen to me, and, perhaps,
support the Bill. I say without hestitation
that Do-one has a better knowledge of the
ronditions regarding the deplorable lack of
dwellings than has the Housing Commission
and the Mipistpr for Honsing.

lion: A. Thomson: You said, more than
membersi of Parliament, and I took excep-
tion to that-

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I repeat, a
great deal more than many members of Par-
liament. As members are aware, a full-timec
chairman has been appointed, and he is a
main of out-standing ability as, an organiser,
and with a full knowledge of the require-
ments of urban and rural areas. The very
best advice is always sought by the Mlinister
and the Commission. Not long ago, some
250 people connected with the building
trade-builders, merchants and architects-~
met and unanimously agreed that all controls
should continue. I think that was the day
before the debate on the Bill was adjourned.

We cannot get better advice tha 'n that. T
attended such meetings myself. Many archi-
tects and builders have their own views as
to what should be done, and some seem to
come from the selfish angle. I anrnot saying
that is so, but that is what 'it looks like.
They could not agree. The shortage of ma-
terials and labour is so great that it has not
been possible to build the new hospitals so
urgently n~eded, or the schools, administra-
tive buildings or industrial buildings. Every

effort is being made to construct dwelings.
Of course some schools must be built to keep
pace with the rising population in the metro-
politan and country areas. It is interesting
to note that in 1947 only 97 self-help dwel-
lings were built, but in the last quarter ended
the 3st December, 1948, they were being
built at the rate of 1,000 per annum. So the
story unfolds.

Hon. R. It. Forrest: There would be more
if there were no controls.

Th8 CHIEF SECRETARY: The outcry
about housing is a popular one, but the only
suggestion made to remedy the shortage is
to lift controls. Have members thought of
the position of iron products now and in the
near future? Have they thought of cement,
and bricks? These matters have been
exhaustively inquired into, and we find that
iron products-baths, sinks, stoves, piping,
etc-are unprocurable in Australia in any
quantity at present. Inquiries have been
made oversea. No stone has been left un-
turned to get essential materials. Take
cement. The local company has had
machinery on order for over.12 months, but
it will be many months before it will be
delivered. This should double the output.

Hon. A. Li. Loton: There was a consider-
able quantity available for kerbing.

Hon. Rt. M. Forrest: We see plenty of
kerbing iiq the city.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Will mem-
hers allow me to proceed? We have placed
large orders for cement in England, at twice
the cost of the local article. The cement
works, with Government assistance, have
been endeavouring to install soine- wining
machinery, anfd it is anticipated that it will
be in working order by the end of the year.

Hon. R. N1. Forrest:- You will not get min-
ing machinery now, will you?

'The CHIEF SECRETARY: We have it;
we are endeavouring to have it installed. It
is coming from Wiluna, Members can sbie
the extent to which we aire going.

Hon. R. M. Forrest:- You just got it in
time.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We have
had it for some months; we have been trying&
to get it installed. We cannot do everything
at once. Take asbestos sheets. We are ex-
pectirig 100,000 sheets of corrugated asbestos
to come from the United Kingdom. We have
already secured 5,000 sheets of flat asbestos,
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and are endeavouring to get more. We have'
placed large orders for cement from England
at twice the cost of local cement for Gov-
ernment works, so as to limit Government
demands on the local product. The manager
of the State Brickworks was sent to England
two years ago to get machinery. Unfor-
tunately, he died. A new manager was ap-
pointed and he has tbeen sent to England
by air to obtain and expedite delivery of the
latest machinery, but delivery takes a con-
siderable time.

When that machinery arrives, it will mean
a considerable increase in the output of
bricks. The 'present State Brickworks
machinery is very much out of date, but it
is anticipated that it will be able to carry
on for some little while. Mention was made
of the Coolgardie 'rickworks. We, have
ordered from them 1,000,000 bricks per
annum, but we have not yet got one.

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: We were told
they closed down because they could not get
orders.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The in-
formation the bon. member gets is not al-
ways correct.

Hon. G. Bennetts: They clscd down on
account of the faulty construction, I believe..

The CHIEF SECRETARY.: I do not
know what the troflble is, but we have or-
dered 1,000,000 bricks per annum. from the.
Coolgardie works-

Hon. G. Bennetta: They are rebuilding
the plant now.

The CHIEF, SECRETARY: It was sug-
gested there should be backloading, but that
is not a practicable proposition because we
have not sufficient locomotives. Locomotives
are being used for'the ordinary transport of
goods from the transcontinental railway and
pyrites are being backloaded from Norse-
man. It was suggested that the production
of tiles was two years in arrears. That is
not so, and I understand that they are ap-
proximately three months in arrears. Mr.
Hearn criticised the Housing Commission
because of permits which were refused in
different parts of the South Perth area, Of
course, tbat has nothing to do with the
Housing Commission. Local governing bod-
ies have the right to refuse permits under
certain circumstances, and members will re-
call a Hill being introduced in another place
and the4 tremendous outcry it caused. It is
not easy to alter existing laws,

Timber has been mentioned and also the
State Saw Mills. New timber mills are be-
ing erected. A timber mill costs approxi-
mnate £:200,000 and is designed to operate
in the forest for a period of not less than
40 years. It must first be approved by the
Forests Department because -reforestation
must keep up with cutting. That is what is
called a "sustained policy." If we were to
let that policy go, we would wipe out our
forests in a matter of a few years. The mill
houses which are built are designed for 50
years' service. Unfortunately we had a great
setback -recently because of a mill being
burnt down at Jarrahdale.

1k Hon. G. Bennetts: Would it not have
closed down in any case? Was it not prac-
tically cut out?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: NY, I do
not think so. The State Saw Mills are re-
quired to cut thre&-eighth inch cases for
fruit as well as to provide building timbers,
but it is anticipated that all shortages of
building timbers will be overcame by the end
of the present year. Mr. Roche criticised the
cutting of sleepers. I am informed that
sleeper sawnailling permits are, for the most
part, granted for areas previously cut over
for general sawmilling, together with some
marginal forest. A condition ofthese sleeper
sawmilling permits provides that the logs
mnust be docked in the bush to sleeper
length-not exceeding 9 ft.-bef ore being
removed to the Mill. It would not be profit-
Qible to have any other type of mill in that
country. Experience has shown that effective
utilisation of short length logs is obtained
only by sleeper mills. As sleeper orders
range in length from 6 to 9 ft. there is, in
effect, little waste in the bush on account of
multiples of lengths and in general through
utilisation of remaining marketable timber.

At this stage I would like to quote an ex-
tract from am letter dated the 17th March,
1949, reticived from the Commissioner of
Railways, which indicates the sleeper posi-
tion in Western Australia. It states--

The parlous state of railway maintenance is
too well known to need emphasising and the
sleepers at present held by the department are
only a fraction of what are needed for re-
habilitation requirements. Given a moderate
contingency of track workers as in prospect
with displaced persoins, all available sleepers
will be put on the road in quick time. T de-
sire to stress the need of maintaining and
augmenting sleeper supplies for -use at the
earliest -possible moment in order to keep our
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tracks in safe operating condition. The rink
is that there will be insufficient sleepers for
the purpose. I have no fear of our obtaining
too many. .

Hon. Sir Charles Lathamn: That waswrt
ten to prevent you from exporting.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: They are exporting
them now, are they not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A certain
number are being exported but I want to
impress upon members that sleepers are
taken from cut-out forest~s, as a rule. Much
of this timber comes from private property
over which we have no control. The-export
of sleepers has nothing to do with the For-
ests Department, and therefore we cannot
prevent it. We hmnot prevent them from
koing to other States or the Commonwealth
because that is a, matter for the Commin-
wealth. Conferences have recently been held
with the timber millers and these people
have been very generous.. They have mini-
mised their exports even though they had
been, in many instances, committed. These
people have contracts already let and they
must be fulfilled.

At that time the Commissioner was ad-
vised that in view of the existing emergency
it was expected that the railways would
help meet the general timber position by
accepting a reductio~n in the allocation of
sleepers for Western Australia until such
time as production of scantlirigs could be
increased by way of the establishment of
new mills in the lower South-West. In order
to increase fhe quantity of scantlings for
the housing scheme, sawmillers agreed some
time ago to reduce production of sleepers in
geneital purpose mills to an absolute mini-
mum, with the result that today the bulk of
tlie sleepers produced in Western Australia
is cut in the sleeper mills. Although in the
Past a small oversea export quota has been
produced, the time is rapidly approaching

*when the whole of the output of the sleeper
mills will be required for Australian rail-
way services, such as those of the Common-
wealth, South Australia and Western Aus-
tralia, and any change from sleepers to
scantlings in these small sleeper mills would
be neither economical nor desirable.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Sleepers on the -rail-
ways will not build homes.

The CHIEF SECRETARY. That is
quite evident. The shortages in iron and im-
ported goods from the Eastern States have
been intensified considerably since the coal

strike, and even though the strike has ended
it will be a long while before the steel works
will produce and longer still before we can
get those materials here. Two million feet
of steel products are on order from con-
tinental sources and it is hopdd that the
first shipmenft of portioar of that order will
be loaded nest month. Ailso 11.0 tons of
water piping have been ordered from Prance
and are expected to be loaded this month.'

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Did you say
110 tons T

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, we
cannot get any more. We arc trying to get
it fromi everywhere. We are also obtain-
ing iron and steel rods and other steel ~pro-
ducts from Japan. Members must bear in
mind that New South Wales, Victoria and
Tasmania have doubled their pvc-war tim-
ber output. In Western Australia the out-
put is 75 per cent, of that registbred pre-
war because of the shortage of manpower
and equipment, especially tractqrs, machin-
err-and steel.I

Hon. H. L. Roche: There must be some
cobwebs about.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There must
be, but I wish the hon. member would
brush them away. It is necessary that pro-
duction of, timber he stepped up, and this
is being done as quickly as possible. As
members know, many new timber mills are
being established and we hope to catch up
on demand. The Government cannot be
blamed because the production of timber is
only 75 per cent. oP what 'we had pre-
war. We hope that in 18 months we will
have new brick-making machinery and that
will he in full working order as Soon as
possible. We are hoping that that machin-
ery will produce 300,000 to 350,000 bricks
per annum as against the present output of
200,000. We are also hoping that the old
machinery will keep going for the next
three or four years and so help us to catch
up with the lag.

Two years ago our building rate had ex-
ceeded the pre-war rate and was 2,120
Ebuses per annum. On the 30th June,
1948, the building rate had risen to 2,921
houses per annum and in the last quarter
of 1948 the rate was 4,030. That was more
than double the 'pre-war 'rate. It must be
borne in mind that in the second half of the
year the building rate is always higher
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than it is during the first half. I think the
meason is that there are not so many holi-
days in the second half of the year.

This year we had many circumstanees
which adversely affected the budlding rate.
Members will recall the power stoppages
and then later on we had the coal strike.
We must also iemember that we now have
an added burden on our housing programme
because of migrants brought in by the Corn-
monwealth Government. These people are
most welcome, but their requirements have
to be added to our housing programme and
during the yeir ended March last this State
gained an additional population of 60,178
people througW migration. Between the be-
gining of this current month of September
and the 30th June next, 1,100 families, not
individuals, will arrive, and all those people
will eventually have to be housed.

The Commission has evolved a number of
new techniques in building, and this has
meant the construction of duplex houses,
expansible houses and the encouragement
of owner-builder or self-help houses. Two
years ago owner-builders were constructing
houses at the rate of 167 per annum, but
for the twelve months ended June last tbey
were constructing houses at the rate of 849
per annum or five times as many as two
years ago. Contracts have been let for
400 pre-cut timber houses. They will be of
a size suitable for a man, wife and one or
two infant children, and can he expanded
later on. Fflrther, the construction has been
authorised of either double or four-flat hut-
ment buildings and tradesmen are bein-g
imported from England. Last year 1,000
Commonwealth rental homes were con-
structed nnd 2,228 private houses were
erected. We are very proud of the fact
that in proportion to the population we
have built 50 per cent, more houses than
any other State. Pre-war, 2,000 houses per
year wvere built.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: When you
left the Chair, Mr. Deputy President, I was
pointing out that pre-wvar, 2,000 houses a
year was the normal requirement, but last
year we built 3,200. Therefore, we built
1,200 houses over and above the pre-war
normal requirement. This State has been
more controlled than any other State in
Australia. In the other States, to some ex-

tent, free building of houses has been per-
mitted for some time. The most controlled
of the other States is South Australia where
one-is allowed to build without a permit or
can automatically obtain a permit for the
building of a house up to ten squares. In
Tasmania one can build a house of any
squarage without a permit and in other
States the squarage ranges from 12V2 to a
larger figure.

The Commission and the Government have
given consideration to this from time to
time over the last two years, and at present
further consideration is being *given to it
to determine whether some additional liberal-
isation in building opportunity might not
make for a greater c~ntribution to the total
number of houses built-ia other words,
whether an increased opportunity may not
bring about that incentive and enterprise on
the part of intending homne-owners, the
people engaged in the manufacture of build-
ing materials and the builders themselves,
who will make an addition to the total volume
of houses produced. That, however, is a
matter upon which no determination has yet
been made.

-The question of liberalization of building
controls is a matter which is being studied
by the Comiion and the Government. It
involves many important considerations, and
the anxiety of the Government and the Com-
mission is to satisfy themselves before mak-
ing any extensive change of policy, that the
results will be beneficial to bomne-seekers as
compared with the policy which has hitherto
been followed and which has, at all events,
ensured orderly building in the State.

The position in other States is not free
from difficulty' . Although those States have
liberalised building permits by a certain
squarage, members may have seen in the
Press last week that two members of the
Government Party in Victoria are. demand-
ing that a committee be appointed to inquire
into the Victorian State Housing Commis-
sion's building administration. One of these,
Mr. Leckie, declared that the housing posi-
tion in Vietoria had got completely out of
hand. In the meantime, the Government and
the Commission here have been pursuing a
policy' of freer issue of permits for the small
type houses and it is proposed to extend the
issue of permits under the self-help or
owner-built scheme -to approximately 1,000
permits a year. This enables a small type
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home to be built of seven squares under the
main roof and of two squares verandah
space. I think that was what Mr. Thomson
was suggestig he would like to see.

It should be reasonably borne in mind
that the policy pursued by the Commission
has so far ensured an expansion in the
building trade at least comparable with that
in the other States and the building of Com-
monwealth-State rental homes at a cheaper
rate than in the other States. In this State
also we have had a finished r~ate which has
compared favourably with other Staes and
tJhe standard of our Commonwealth-State
rental homes has been at least equal-and
it has beenl generally suggested-superior to
those in other States. I would further add
that under the policy hitherto obtaining
those in most need of accommodation have
been given the first opportunity of getting
a home or obtaining a permit to build for
themselves, so that building opportunity has
gone to those who, by reason of their living
conditions, can be said to have first claim.

The Commission's new programme of
factory-built pre-eut timber-framed houses,
which is being developed, should make an
additional contribution to the building
schedule. Although the Commonwealth will
make arrangements for the contrac 't pre-
cutting of this type of dwelling, opportunity
will be afforded to people to hecquire pre-cut
dwellings in order to erect them for them-
selves. Without this BiU, there will he no
means of controlling materials in short sup-
ply such as cement, galvanised iron piping,
galvanised corrugated iron and steel pro-
ducts required for building purposes. There
will be no means of making provision for
country and northern areas or to meet the
special needs of house builders, primary pro-
ducers and others engaged in essential in-
dustries.

I would like members to appreciate that
there is no State which has not maintained
their Building Operations and Building
'Materials Control Acts and in every, State
in Australia building materials are con-
trolled. This Bill is necessary in order to
ensure that materials in short supply are
used on -work for essential purposes and
to prevent their being used for unessential
bil]ding. Queensland has an Act giving
powers of materiel control which can he
exercised when required. Although the Act

provides for the control of building materials
other than timber, this part of it has not
yet been proclaimed. There exists however,
a voluntary arrangement under which con-
trol is more or less exercised over distribu-
tion so that housing receives the highest
prioriy

Wide powers have been given to the Chief
Controller of Timber, but he h6s not yet
found it necessary to exercise them. I there-
fore ask members to pass* this BiU. The
Government would view its defeat with the
grayest apprehension respecting the conse-
quences which I feel must follow any failure
to pass this legislation. I feel members will
take into consideration the views expressed-
in this House for an casement of controls
in house building, and I can assure Them
that this matter will receive the most care-
ful consideration of the Government and
the Housing Commission.

[The' President resumed the Chair.]

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . . . 16
Noes .. . . . 8

Majority, for

A
Ron. G. Benatng
Hon. H. J. Boylen
Hon. L. Craig
Hon. ,3. M. Cunningham
Hon. H. A. C. Daffen
Hon. E. M. Dasvins
Hon. J. A. Dimmit$
Hon. G. Fraser

Hon. Xt.
Hon. L.
Hon. A.
Hon. G.

It. Forrest
A. Logan
L. Loton
W. Miles

*L... -

YMS
Hon. Sir Frank Gibson
Hon. E. H1. Gray
Ron. E. M. Heenan
Hnn. Sir Chas. Lathem
Ron. H. S. W. Parkej
Hon, E. Tuckey
Hon. F. R. Welsh
Eon, 0. H. Simpson

(Teller.)
NOES.

Hon. H1. L. Rhoche
Hon. A. Thoson
Hon. IH. K. Watson
Han. H, Hearn

(Teller,)

'wutcion Unus passen.
Bill read a second time.

.In committee,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-Amendment of Section 38:

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I iaove an amend-
ment-

That all the words after "by'' in line 2 be
struck out and the following words inserted
in lien: -''d eleting all words after the word
'until' in line 1. and substituting the words
'the thirtieth day of September, one thousand
nine hundred and fifty and no longer.' "'
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The Bill is designed to continue the opera-
tion of the Act until the 31st December,
1950, but I propose to restrict the duration
to the 30th September of next year. The
amendment would be an indication to the
.Government to bring down next year, not
a mere continuance measure, buit one to
amend the Act and bring it more into line
-with present-day requirements. The Chief
Secretary has intimated that we are the
most controlled State in the Commonwealth
in the matter of permits. Only this week
New South Wales, in which State theper-
mit system has been liberalised for quite
a time, has still further extended permits
for home building. Outside of Sydney and
Newcastle no permit is required, and within
the .Sydney and Newcastle areas, a borne
up td; 1,500 square feet may be built 'with-
ont a permit.

We have been told by the Chief Secre-
tary that the M1inister for Hosing in-
variably sought the best advice. I chal-
lenge him to inform us whether the Minis-
ter sought advice from the Building Ad-
visory Panel on exempting up to a certain
squarage, and, if so, what was the natud
of the advice and whether the Government
intends to act upon it or ignore it. An
amendment is also needed of the amount
that may be spent on an existing house
without a permit. The present amount is
very small, whereas in New South WVales
it has been fixed at £500 without a permit.
There should be an easing of this restric-
tion. The Government has tried practi-
cally etverything except putting into effect
the policy on which it was returned,
namely, individual effort and private enter-
prise.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
aware that the Government ever said that
the Act would continue only u~ntil the end
of the year. That is the only point we are
discussingw. I was surprised at Mr. Wat-
son 's doubting the veracity of the Minister
for Housing as expressed through me that
he had sought the best advice. I am not
aware whether he sought advice from the
Building Advisory Panel, but various bodies
have given advice and much of it has been
conflicting. I attended the Building In-
dustry Congress and conflicting advice was
given there. We cannot accept all advice
on account of the conflict of views.

The hon. member has asked that the dura-
tion of the Act be reduced by three months.
That seems petty. If, in May of next year,
it appeared that controls should be con-
tinued, Parliament would have to he called
together earlier than usual in order to get
the measure through by September as a
considerable time would be occupied by the
Address-in-'reply, which must take place. I
have assured members that control will be
discontinued as far as possible, taking into
consideration the requirements of all the
people for the betterment of the housing
of those most needing it. The Government
will not release control for the purpose of-
allowing, people to improve the homes they~
already have. We must continlie control
where necessa'ry in order to house people
now living under such shocking conditions.
If it is possible to remove control, we shall
do so.

,Hon. G. FRASER: I oppose the amend-
mlent, which is a eheeseparing proposal.
What the hon. member desireff could be
achieved without, this legislation. The
Government will act according to the
material supplies available and will
see that everybody gets a fair deal
Mr. Watson admits that, after September
oif next year, some control may he necessary.
No Government would heed a protest from
this Chamber if conditions would not permit
of the lifting of control. Why tinker with
the matter and raise false hopes; iii the minds;
of the people? Does Mr. Watson expert
sntnepone to wave a magic wand so that re-
strictions on material will be tinnecessary
next year? Has the hon. member no con-
fidence in his own Government's desire to
fulfil its promises it at nil possible? Dlid
not his Party promise that controls would
be lifted wherever possible! We have con-,
fidence, that the Government would carry
out its promise on the hustings if such were
possible.

The amendment would place the Govern-
ment in an impossible position. Next year
we holpe that polities will be back to normal,
that the session will start early in August
and that no gag will he applied. By the
end of September, the Government will not
he in the position to introduce Bills, because
of the Address-in-reply debate. Why stultify
the Government?

Hon. F. R. Welsh: Why worry?
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Hon. G. FRASER: Why place the Gov-
ernment in a difficult position by prescribing
that the Act must t.xpire on a certain date
when we know that controls will have to
be retained much longer? Why not face up
fairly to the position! Rousing will necessi-
tate control for many years.

Hon. R. M,%. Forrest: For 20 years.

Hon. G. FRASER: I said "many" years.*'
I have sufficient confidence that any Govern.
ment would release any item of material as
soon as that were possible. The Government
will be advised by the Housing Commission.
If it does not conflict with its policy the
Government will take the counsel of those
advisers and in 12 months' time we shall be
in almost the same position as today. Why
hamstring them? Why not let the Bill run
to its usual time and, when we assemble
n?2xt year, have ample opportunity to review
the position and make a decision as to what
to do for the ensuing 12 months? Nobody
here can visualise that materials will he so
plentiful in the coming 12 months that these
.controls can be lifted. Have we not had
the example in the past year of the Govern-
ment trying to carry out its policy of lift-
ing controls and then being forced to re-
impose them? Someone will say that was
due to the strike. But that is not correct,
because the shortage in that particular item
existed long before the strike occurred.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I can
underst~rnd the hona. member expressing him-
self as he did because he belongs to a Party
Swhich believes in controls and regimentation.
But there are members here who have other
views. I am one of those wvho do not believe
in regimentation and controls, and I am
going to support the amendment. I gave an
undertaking to the Covcrnmcr4 that I would]
support the second reading. I was led to
believe at that stage that there would be
some amendments that would relieve the
feeling I have that some controls were un-
necessary. I have been disappointed, h ut I
am preparedl to stick to my undertaking.
However, I did not agree not to support this
amendment. I do not want the Leader of the
House to run away with the idea that it is
necessary to hav~e the Address-in-reply dealt
with before anywlegislation is passed. That
is not the case. Standing Order 36 of an-
,other places states-

No business beyond what is of a. formal
character shall be entered upon before the Ad-
dress-hp-reply to the Governor's Ppeaiag
Speech has been adopted.

That is perfectly right; but Standing Order
418 provides that-

In cases of urgent necessity, any Standing
Order or Orders of the House may be sus-
pended on motion duly made and seconded
without notice provided-

The CHAiRMA'N Order! I would point
out to the hon. mewmher that the Standing
Orders of another place have no association
with the activities of this House.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I know;
but it was the other place to which the Chief
Secretary was referring when he said that
the Address-ia-reply would have to be dealt
with.

Tb& Chief Secretary: Do we not have an
Address-in-reply?

HOn. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes;
but our Address-in-reply has been frequently
suspended under Standing Orders.

The Chief Secretary: WhenI

Hon, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: We
know that there is a provision in the Stand-
ing Orders of another place permitting mema-
bers there to suspehid Standing Orders rot
any purpose cons idered urgent. Here we
have only 30 members and short speeches,
which means that the Address~in-reply can
be denat with very quickly if tb6 Government
is anxious to get the Address-ia-reply
through. I consider that any member of
this place who feels there is a need to con-
tinue this legislation will assist the Govern-
ment.

The Chief Secretary: If not, he i 4auld ask
for an adjournment of the Add ress-in- reply
after one speech had been delivered; that
is, if be wanted to delay progress..

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes;
bitt the usual customn is to meet the -wishes
of h6n. members, whoever 'the Leader of the
House is and to whatever Party he beluags.
But, after all, the members of this Chamber
are commonsense individuals, quite reason-
able in their outlook; and they would he pre-
pared, if the necessity existed, to assist the
Government. But I do not think for one
moment that we are justified in permitting
the Government to continue restricting
people to the expenditure of £50 in one year
without a pernslt. Governments in the past

2219



2220 [COUNCIL.]

have got Bills through after an election
quite easily. I know instances when Parlia-
ment was called together early in July to
enable the Government to get legislation
through because there was an early date fixed
in connection with a continuance measure.

The Chief Secretary: I take it that You
will appreciate there will have to be an early
sitting of Parliament if this amendment is
carried?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do not
think so. Parliament usually meets in July.
I am going to see that this sort of thing is
stopped as quickly as possible. I do not be-
lieve that there is any need for the restric-
tion imposed today upon building materials
and permits. I can understand Mr. Fraser
expressing himself as he did because he be-
longs to a Party that believes in regimenta-
tion. We have bad that everywhere that his
Party exists. It applies in the Old Country
and in the Federal House and wve are getting
it in every State Parliament. Yet in#New
South Wales, where there is a Labour Gov-
ernment, controls are being removed.

Hon. 0. Fraser: Have you been reading
"Comic Cus"

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: No,
but I have listened to sonec I support tbe
amendment.

Ron. L. CRAIG: I cannot support the
amendment, which does not mean anything.
I do not believe anybody here thinks that
we will be able to release controls by the 30th
September next year. Much has been made
of the lifting of permits in other States, hut
without the lifting of controls over materials
that does not mean a thing. The fact thatt
they bave lifted permits in the other States
only means blackmarketing.

Ron. Sir Charles Latham: There cannot
be blackmarketing if there are no controls.

Hon. L. CRAIG: People with money who
have permits to build get materials by black-
marketing methods. Anybody who has heen
in Victoria and New South Wales recently
will know what is going on. Well-to-do
people who are capable of blackmarketing
are building seaside places worth up to
£3,000 and £4,000, when they already have
good homes. We do not want that to happen
here. The fact that permits have been lifted
in the Eastern States is the reason we are
doing better than any other State with re-
gard to building.%

Our achievements in connection with homes
erected, and the quality, are outstanding.
The people of this State have a lot to be
thankful for to the Government for the good
job done in housing, and I am surprised that
this Chamber is trying to take power away
from the Government and endeavouring to
stop it doing the good job it has been carry-
ing out, suggesting that the issue of permits
will remedy matters. It will not do so; it
will only aggravate the difficulties. Control
of materials has not been released in any
other State.

Altering the date from the 31st Decem-
ber to the 30th September does not achieve.
anything. A'Bill will have to be dealt with
in the next session of Parliament in any
case, and it is not likely to be passed by
the 30th September unless we have an early
session of Parliament. We might find that
on the 25th September the Hill would be
thrown out and control, not only of per-
wits but of building materials, would be
taken away. Imagine the chaotic condition
that would ensue in respect of houses in
process of being erected! There would
be a wild rush from people with a lot of
money to buy materials at any price, and
work on houses being erected would be
stopped within a day.

Hon. Rt. M. Forrest: How long would
that last?

Hon. L. CRAIG: It might last for a good
while. I cannot see any point in the amend-
ment. We will have to deal with% Bill to
continue the operation of the building con-
trols in September or October of next year;
and if we do not like it and throw the
measure out, at least there will be a month's
or two months' notice. To say that these
controls shall end in September will cause
great emb arrassment to the Government,
and I do not think members on our side of
the Chamber should seek to do that.

lion. H1. L. ROCHE: I support the amend-
ment because, if it is carried, it will be an
indication to the Governmnent that the ma-
jority of members would like to see some-
thing worthwhile done by the Admninistra-
tion to remove controls and restrictions on
building.

Hor. G4. Fraser: Put it lip as a notice
of motion and get it carried like that in-
stead of in this round-about way.
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Hon. 11. L. ROCHE: There is nothing
round-about in this amendment. Mr. Fraser
could have seen it on the notice paper, ex-
cept that September has been substituted
for June. It seems to me that the Govern-
mnt has not been able to fulfil its pro-
mises regarding housing, and from the as-
surances we have had from various Minis-
ters, particularly the Minister for Housing,
the UJovernmcnt appears to have tried
everything except the one principle on
which it is reputed to stand. That principle
is apparently not one to which it sub-
scribes.

Hlon. G. Fraser: The Government found
that circumstances were such that it could
not carry out the promises it had made,
that is all.

Ilon. H. L. ROCHE: That might be the
reason. It is not the same as that which
actuates the hon. member's Party, which
believes in controls for the sake of con-
trol.

Hon. G. Fraser: Who told you that yarn?

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: The Government
has not been asked to release all controls.
It has been asked by members here and by
institutions outside to release controls on
the cheaper types of houses, and it is not
lprepared to do so. It is afraid to try to
stimulate building by releasing some of the
controls. I suggest that when Mr. Watson
queried the sources-if he did query them-
to which the Minister wvent for his advice,
whehi reference was made to the best ad-
vice possible, he meant that there was some
question as to whether the advice obtained
was the best.

Hon. H. K. Watson: The question is
whether, the advice having been received, it
was followed.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I wonder whether
the advice of the Builders' Advisory Panel
at the Housing Commission is the best avail-
able to the Minister. Over a year ago, I
heard that panel had recommended an cas-
ing of the controls, but that has not been
implemented. I understand that lately they
made other recommendations, but on this
occasion apparently the Minister changed
their minds for, them. I support the amend-
ment.

Hon. H. TtJCKEY: T do not think the
majority of members are satisfied with all
the controls under this legislation and I do

not think that this amendment, if agreed to,
would embarrass the Government. We will
probably meet in July next year and that
would allow three months before the measure
expired, giving whatever Government might
be in power time to bring down a further
Bill, if necessary.

The Chief Secretary: How do you make
it three months?

Hon. H. TTJCKEY: This measure is so
importaint that even it it meant calling the
House together earlier thah usual, that would
he justified. Tonight wve have been told
about certain people in Perth having all the
knowledge, but there is great opposition to
these controls throughout the State. There
is no guarantee of what is likely to happen.
If the Commission, in its wisdom, wished to
ease the controls, it could do so; but, other-
wise, tbe present position will continue next
year. I have previously protested against
continuance Bills, which we cannot amend.
If the amendment is agreed to, it will be
an invitation for the problem to be dealt
with on its merits in September next. I
am concerned about the people we represent.
It is ridiculous tb say a man cannot spend
more than £50 on building in one year. I
support the amendment.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: We have been ac-
cused of tryidig to throw the Bill out in
order to toss controls overboard, but that
is not the position.

Hon. G.' Fraser: Then why vote against
the Billt

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: We have waited
eight months for the Government to modify
the controls, but it hai done nothing of the.
sort.

Hon. G. Fraser: Why try to throw the
Bill out?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I know something
of the ideas of the Housing Commission,
and they have not been put before us to-
night. The Chief Secretary said we were
building self-help homes at the rate of 1,000
a year.

Hon. G. Bennetts: In the metropolitan
area.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Then he said the
Government was going to step the rate up
to 1,000 a year. This afternoon, the Minister
for Housing told me they were going to
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issue permits for up to 1,000 self-help homes
a year, but the Chief Secretary said they
weie already doing. that.

The Chief Secretary: Small houses. The
hon. member was not here -when I spoke.

Hon. L. A. LO)GAN: I was here and heard
every word the Chief Secretary said. I had
it in mind to support the second reading of
this measure, but after waiting eight weeks
for some relief from controls, I have no
alternative but to support the amendment.

The CHIEF SECR.ETARY: I am sorry
to see the turn the debate has taken, because
it shows little confidence in the Government.
It has been said that the Government has
not implemented the platform upon which
it was elected, but the fact i§ that events
have proved such that controls cannot he
lifted, although pressure is broughit to bear
by people in certain walks of life.. That
will not influence the Government if it thinks
it essential for the welfare of thec~omm unity-
that controls be continued. Mir. Tuckey said
he would vote for the amendment because
his people wanted it, but the 'Government
is thinking of the State as a whole and not
of any particular district. The-greatest diffi-
culty lies in the position of people in the
heavily-populated cities and towns.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: You should encourage
country building.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We do. If
the hon. member studios the 'winbers of
permits ranted in the metropolitamp area
and the country, he will see that the per-
centage for the country is higher than that
foi the city. Hle mentioned the position of
the North, hut where is the acute housing
position there, as compared with that in
the metropolitan area? The present Minister
for Housing is resigning shortly and the
new Minister will have to learn the ropes.

Hon. A. L. Loton:- We understand some
of them are jockeying for the position.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
hon. memnher does not get it! At any time,
except immediately following an election, it
miqrht be possible to deal with legislation
such as this in a period of three months,
but it must be remembered that this Bill
has just been adjourned for five weeks.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Would not Mr. Gray
have better luck!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What will
happen if the measure is brought forward
in August or September?

Hon. Sir Charles Lathami: If we have the
same stubborn Government, the measure will
have the same -fate,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That will be
the case if we have members who go to the
electors saying they will support the Gov-
ernment and then oppose it when they get
here. The amendment would shorten the
period of control -by three months at the ut-
most, but would put whatever Government
was then in power to considerable inconveni-
ence if Controls had then to be continued.
I hope the Committee will not agree to the
amendment.

Hon. A.* THOMSON: The Chief Secre-
tary has just said we are endeavouring to
pass a vote of want of confidence in the
Government. I congratulate Mr. Fraser on
making political capital out of the debate,
though he is not the only one to do so. I
will not be in this House next September,
and this may be one of the last votes I will
exercise in this Chamber. When speaking
to the second reading of the Bill, I stated
definitely that my vote would depend on
the reply of the Chief Secretary.

For weeks now we in this House have
been asking for an indication of the Gov-
ernment's intentions with regard to giving
some relief from these controls. I have
hea .rd all the Chief Secretary has said on
the matter and regret that he has not given
one word of encouragement to me to do any-
thing but vote against the second reading,
as I did. 'While members wish to be loyal
to the Governuent, some of us feel we must
also be loyal to the principles for ivhich we
have always stood.

Hon. Sir Charles Lath am: And to the
people.

Hon. E. HI. Gray: To some of the people.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I have been in
Parliament for 35 years and have always
stood for the rights of private enterprise.
At this late hour in my political existence,
I have no intention of changing, and will
not be. accused of changing.

Hon. G. Fraser: Whichever way' YOU vote,
this will not change the position.

Hon. A. THOM1SO'N: That is a matter
of opinion. Many of us have requested
that some relief he given in this regard to
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justify us in voting in favour of controls.
As one who has been opposed to controls
from the beginning, I feel that I must sup-
port the amendment, Having failed to ob-
tain a definite assurance from the Minister
in charge of the Bill in this House that it
is the intention of the Government to af-
ford a certain amount of relief, what else
can I do? Mfust. I swallow my lifetime
principles and accept an assuranee that
something may be done, whereas, as far as
we know, no effort has been made to meet
the requests we have proferred?

I want to make my position clear so that
it may be placed on record. If we accept
the amendment, it will mean the granting
of an extension covering twelve months.
No-one would suggest that controls should
he entirely removed. No-one knows that
better than r do- We must control the erec-
tion of expensive homes, but if we are to
be content to sit down until the time ar-
rives when every man and woman has his
or her home, which means that controls
must continue-

The -Chief Secretary: No-one suggested
anything of the sort,

Hon. A. THOMSON: -it will simply
mean that there will not be much progress
towards freedom in the matter of building.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Then, in -your opinion,
you believe the present Government has not
done any better than the Labour Govern-
ment.

Hon. A: THOMSON: I am pleased to
hear that interjection, because it -serves
again to indicate that some members wish
to make political capital out of this mat-
ter- I have definitely said that the Govern-
mnent is entitled to every praise and confid-
ence respecting the conditions it inherited. I
maintain that. Even if the Labour Gov-
ernment had remained in power, while it
might have done as well, it certainly could
not have done better than has the present
Administration. All we ask is for some de-
finite assurance to he recorded in "Hansard"
that will Jprovide justification for some of
us to east a vote for something of which we
are definitely not in favour.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes -. . . 11
Noes .. .- .- 12

Majority against .. 1

Hon. J. M5. Cunningha Hon .W Miles.
Hon. R. M. Forrest HOnILH L. Roche
Hon. H. Hearn Hon. A. Thomson
Ron. Sir Chsn. Latham R on. H. K. Watson
Ron: L. A. Logan Hon. H, Tuokey
Rou. A. L. Lotont (Taller.)

Hon. 0. Bennetta
Hon. L. Craig
Ron. H. A. C. Daffen
Hon. E. M. Davies
Bon. G. Fraser
Hon. Sir F. Et. Gibson

Horn. E. H. Gray
Hon. E. M. Heenan
Ron. H. S. W. Parker
Hon. C. HE. Simpson
Hon. F. U. Welsh
Hon. R,. 3. Boylen

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
tla use put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

-report adepted.

EMhL-TRA~flO ACT AMENDMElNT.
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (-Hon. H.
S. W. Parker-Metropolitan-Suburban)
-[8.40] in moving the second reading said:
This is at short Bill to bring the Traffic Act
into line with the Motor Vehicle (Third
Party Insurance) Act, which was amended
so that wvith each motor vehicle license a
comp~ulsory third party insurance cover
shall be issued, the premium being paid to
the liccnsing authority with the licensing
fee. It was also provided that no policy
should lapse after 15 'days from the expira-
tion of the license, in order tb give the owner
time to renew his license and policy.

Under the Traffic Act license plates must
be returned to country licensing authorities
within 14 days if it is not proposed to re-
license the vehicle. In the metropolitan area
the period allowed is 21 days. %It is desirable
that the periods of grace in each Act be
identical and the Bill, therefore, provides
that the term within which license plates,
must be returned, both in the country and
the metropolitan area, shall be 15 days.

Hon. A. Thomson: The same as in the
country.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The period
will be the same under both Acts. The
other amendment in the Bill provides that
an unlicensed vehicle may he driven or towed
to a place for the purpose of repairs with-
out fear of penalty, if at permit to do so
has been obtained in the metropolitan ares
from the Police Department or in the

2223



2224 [COUNCIL.]

country fhorS the local authority. A third
party insurance cover would he automatically
issued with the permit. Recently there was
a case that brought this matter to a head,
A man was driving an unlicensed vehicle to
be repaired and, of course, not being licensed
it was uninsured. I understand the vehicle
had been out of commission for some time.

An accident occurred as the result of
which the passenger was very' severely in-
jured. In that case, fortunately, the Ups-
senger was compensated, but it could very
well have been that the owner of the vehicle
was a man of straw. It is considered that
owners of cars in such circumstances should
be given the opportunity to insA-e against
such possibilities, and an automatic insur-
ance cover will be taken out when the per-
mit is granted. The intention is to charge
half-a-crown for a permit, which will pro-
v'ide automatic insurance. I move--

That the Bill be now read a saecond time.
On motion by Hon. L. A. Logan, debate

adjourned.

BiLL-CTY OF PERTH sHmE FOR
SUFEWANNUATION (AMENDMSENTS

AUTHOBISATION) (No. 1).

Second Reading.

HON. H. K. WATSON (Metropolitan)
18.43] in moving the second reading said:
It will be within the recollection of niemA
hers that some years ago Parliament passed
an Act to establish a superannuation scheme
for the City of Perth, embracing all the
employees of the. municipality, both with
respect to its Electricity and Gas Depart-
ment and its general municipal depart-
ments. They will also remember that last
year Parliament passed an Act confirming
an agreement whereby the State Electricity
Commission took over the electricity and
gas, undertaking of the City of Perth. In
consequence, it became necessary to wake
a few sectional alterations in the terms and
provisions of what is known as the scheme
for superannuation established by the City
of Perth under the City of Perth Super-
annuation Fund Act of 1934, as amended
by various subsequent measures.

The Act, as it stands, provides that the
superannuation hoard shall consist of a
member of the Electricity and Gas Com-
mittee of the Council. As there is now no

such committee but merely the State Elec-
tricity Commission, the provision in the
parent Act is being altered accordingly.
Similarly, it was provided that the other
member of the superannuation board should
be the General Manager of the Electriciy
and Gas Department. As there is now no
suck position, it is proposed to suhatitnte
the words "the City Treasurer of the City
Council for, the time being." The Bill also
provides for a consequential definition of
the word "officer." The only other point
with which the Bill deals is an amendment
of the provisions of the existing scheme
regarding the annual contribution.

At the moment the present Act provides
for the payment of an annual sum not ex-
eeding £1,700 from the Electricity and-
Gas Department and an annual sum not ex-
ceeding £C1,800.from -other departments of
the council. The amending Bill provides
for the deletion of the sum to he paid from
the Electricity and Gas Department, as the
necesary sum in connection -wi 'th those
officers and wages employees will now be
provided by the State Electricity Commis-
sion under the terms of the purchase of the
electricity and gas 'undertaking.

Hon. L. Craig: Is this just transferring
th6 obligations from the Electricity and
Gas Department to the State Electricity
Commission?7

Hon. H_ K. WATSON: It is really not
doing that. The obligation has been trans-
ferred. It is really giving consequential
effect to the actual transfer, which was con-
tained in the agreement 'we passed last
year. The scheme for superannuation eon-
tainel full provision to cover both classes
of employees. Last year, by the agree-
ment, the Commission agreed to take over
the liability and, having done so, these
amendments will bring the existing super-
annuation scheme into line with the actual
facts. I move-

That the Bill he not read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seond time.

In Committee.

Bill passed throuirh Committee without
debate, reported without am 4 ndment and
the report adopted.

House adjouirned at A.50 p.m.
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